
NASOPHARYNGEAL (NP) SWAB COLLECTION

OROPHARYNGEAL (OP)/NARES COMBINED SWAB COLLECTION (OP/NS)

UP111-0420-V2

Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
Collection Instructions

NARES SWAB + SALIVA TUBE

Call UniPath at 866.864.7284 for questions and specimen pickup.

Specimens should be shipped frozen due to limited stability at -20°C (-4°F). 
Refrigerated specimens are acceptable (but not preferred) if received within 72 hours of collection.
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MATERIALS
• 1 Dry Sterile Swab
• Aptima® Multitest vial (should contain 1-3 ML of sterile medium)
• Saliva Collection Tube

COLLECTION
1. Nares Swab Collection: While gently rotating the swab, insert swab less than 

one inch into nostril - until resistance is met at turbinates (Figure 1). 
2. Using the same swab for both nostrils, rotate the swab several times against 

nasal wall (Figure 2).
3. Place tip of the swab into Aptima® Multitest vial and break the swab at the 

score mark (Figure 3). Replace the cap and tighten the lid firmly.
4. Saliva Collection: Ensure patient has not had anything to eat or drink, smoke or 

chew gum or tobacco 30 minutes prior to collection. Have patient fill collection 
tube until the saliva (not the bubbles) reachs the 1 ML mark (Figure 4). Replace 
the cap and tighten the lid firmly.

MATERIALS
• 1 Dry Sterile Swab
• Aptima® Multitest vial (should contain 1-3 ML of sterile medium)

COLLECTION
1. Tilt patient’s head back 70 degrees (Figure 1).
2. Insert swab into nostril. (Swab should reach depth equal to distance from 

nostrils to outer opening of the ear.) Leave swab in place for several seconds to 
absorb secretions (Figure 2).

3. Slowly remove swab while rotating it (Figure 3). Swab both nostrils with same 
swab.

4. Place tip of swab into the Aptima® Multitest vial and break the swab at the 
score mark (Figure 4). Replace the cap and tighten the lid firmly.

MATERIALS
• 1 Dry Sterile Swab
• Aptima® Multitest vial (should contain 1-3 ML of sterile medium)

COLLECTION
1. OP Swab Collection: Insert the swab into mouth, swab over both tonsillar pillars 

and the posterior oropharynx; avoiding touching the tongue, teeth and gums 
(Figure 1).

2. Nares Swab Collection: Using the same swab, while gently rotating, insert swab 
less than one inch into nostril - until resistance is met at turbinates (Figure 2).

3. Rotate the swab several times against nasal wall and repeat in other nostril 
(Figure 3).

4. Place tip of the swab into Aptima® Multitest vial and break the swab at the 
score mark (Figure 4). Replace the cap and tighten the lid firmly.


